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PORTLAND PORT LEADS THE WAY
Early indications show that Portland Port is set to break last year’s record of cruise passengers visiting Weymouth and Portland. The same set of figures also demonstrates that Portland Port has become the leading cruise port in the South West. After making significant ground on Falmouth over previous years the port is now in a position where it will see more visiting passengers than any other port in the South West of England for the 2014 cruise season. Ian McQuade, General Manager (Business Development), is working on securing new cruise calls for the port all year round, this recent development is evidence that this hard work is starting to pay off. “Portland Port has seen steady growth in its cruise business over the last few years and this latest increase is testament to the attractive offer that Portland and Dorset deliver. To find ourselves handling the largest number of cruise passengers in the south west for 2014 is quite an achievement”.
This years busy cruise season kicks off with two inaugural calls on the opening day. The ‘Azores’, operating on behalf of German cruise line Ambiente Kreuzfahrten, and the ‘Ryndam’ of major U.S. operator Holland America Line both arrive at Portland on the 2nd of May bringing nearly 2000 passengers with them. Theses are the first two inaugural calls out of six for the 2014 cruise season. The Eurodam is another Holland America Line ship calling at Portland for the first time, with the 285 metre vessel deciding to stay at Portland for 15 hours the following week. Portland will also see the return of old friends the Brilliance of the Seas and the AIDAstella, in a line up of quite spectacular cruise ships this summer which will be capped by the first visit of a Costa Cruises vessel, the neoRomantica, in September.
The 2014 cruise season is shaping up to be yet another record breaker, the staff at Portland Port are certainly excited about welcoming over 24,000 passengers to Weymouth and the Isle of Portland. Full details of this years cruise calls can be found on the Portland Port website at www.portland-port.co.uk/cruise/cruise-calls .
_______________________________________
For more information or images please contact Jack Brooke at Portland Port on 01305 825368 or email j.brooke@portland-port.co.uk

PHOTO:
Photo 1 – The ‘AIDAstella’ in port May 2013
Photo 2 – The ‘Brilliance of the Seas’ in port September 2013
Notes to Editors: 
Previously a naval dockyard for over 150 years, Portland Harbour is now a thriving and successful commercial facility. It still maintains a close relationship with the past through its ongoing contract to support the RFA, as well as being home to the activities of Global Marine and Portland Bunkers International. It has almost 2,500 hectares of water at depths of up to 15m (C.D.); and provides vessel services from long term lay-ups to brief maintenance calls, luxury cruise liner docking facilities to industrial cargo shipments.

The cruise schedule for 2014 can be seen and downloaded here:
http://www.portland-port.co.uk/cruise/cruise-calls
The tariff and general Portland Harbour Authority information can be viewed at http://www.portland-port.co.uk/
M/F
Portland Port has over 2,000 metres of alongside berths and 11.6 metres (C.D.) depth of water at the deepest alongside berth. 
Berthing for vessels up to 300 metres (subject to Harbour Master's approval). 
11 designated anchorages are within the 1,015 hectare inner harbour. Six designated anchorages are within the 1,436 hectare Outer Harbour. 
A width of 210 metres and depth of over 12.6 metres (C.D.) at the entrance of the harbour mean that there are few vessel beam, lock, or air draft restriction. 
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