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PORTLAND PORT IS EXCITED TO BE PART OF THE CRUISE RESTART AND 
UK DOMESTIC ITINERARIES  
 

 
 
With the huge impact that the COVID pandemic has had on the global cruise industry, Portland Port, joined cruise 
lines, other ports, businesses and industries in welcoming the news that UK domestic cruising could set sail from May 
17th. 
 
Ian McQuade, General Manager – Commercial at Portland Port has said ‘the port has been able to support numerous 
cruise lines throughout the pandemic and has witnessed first-hand how all sectors of the maritime industry have pulled 
together to help each other and collaborate. It is exciting to now see some light at the end of the tunnel and the 
prospect of passenger cruises re-starting.’ 
 
What has become evident from the webinars and virtual meetings the port has attended over the last few months, is 
that cruise lines have spared no expense, using the latest technology and teams of experts, in transforming their 
vessels and procedures to produce the safest and best experience possible. 
 
Portland Port is looking forward to being able to safely welcome passengers to the stunning Jurassic Coast and has 
been reviewing its own policies and procedures to comply with Government guidelines and to provide a safe 
environment for cruise ships to bring their passengers.   
    
From the end of May some fantastic vessels will be touring the British Isles, which is a great opportunity for avid or 
new cruisers, to experience what they have to offer.  2021 was scheduled to be another record-breaking cruise 
season for Portland Port; the first half of its programme has been cancelled; however, many scheduled calls have 
been now replaced with domestic cruise calls which shows just how well the cruise restart has been received.  
 
The port is particularly excited to be included in the inaugural season of MSC’s newest flagship, Virtuosa, Viking’s 
latest ship, Viking Venus and Celebrity’s Silhouette. All will be making first time visits to Portland. 
 

The MSC Virtuosa was designed to offer its guests innovative features and facilities and is one of the two 
largest in the MSC Cruises’ fleet, whilst also being one of the most environmentally advanced. 
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Viking's newest luxury small ship, the Viking Venus, can host 930 passengers who will experience understated 
elegance, modern Scandinavian design and verandas from every cabin. 
 
The Celebrity Silhouette was launched in 2011 and is fresh from her luxurious upgrade as part of the Celebrity 
Revolution, a $500 million programme for their entire fleet. 
 
Discussions continue with a number of other cruise lines and it is expected that more “re-start” cruises will be added to 
the programme in the near future. 
 
Ian McQuade also said that ‘Portland Port is delighted to be included in these itineraries for the resumption of 
passenger cruises for the UK market.  The port has maintained an excellent relationship with our local Port Health 
Authority throughout the pandemic and it is clear that cruise lines have developed a thorough set of protocols to 
ensure the safe restart of operations.  Passengers can look forward to a taste of quintessential England when they 
visit Portland. From golden beaches to the rolling green hills, winding country lanes, picture postcard villages and 
numerous attractions of Dorset. After the last 12 months I am sure that these cruises will offer a much-welcomed relief 
to many eager holiday makers.” 
 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 

 

All copyright of Portland Port. 
 
For more information or images please contact our cruise department on 01305 824044 or email media@portland-port.co.uk 
 
Previously a naval dockyard for over 150 years, Portland Harbour is now a thriving and successful commercial facility. It still maintains a close 
relationship with the past through its ongoing contract to support the RFA, as well as being home to the activities of Global Marine and Portland 
Bunkers UK. It has almost 2,500 hectares of water at depths of up to 15m (C.D.); and provides vessel services from long term lay-ups to brief 
maintenance calls, luxury cruise liner docking facilities to industrial cargo shipments.  

The tariff and general Portland Harbour Authority information can be viewed at http://www.portland-port.co.uk/ 

Portland Port has over 2,000 metres of alongside berths and 11.6 metres (C.D.) depth of water at the deepest alongside berth.   

Berthing for vessels up to 350 metres (subject to Harbour Master's discretion).   

11 designated anchorages are within the 1,015-hectare inner harbour.  Six designated anchorages are within the 1,436-hectare Outer Harbour.   

A width of 210 metres and depth of over 12.6 metres (C.D.) at the entrance of the harbour mean that there are few vessel beam, lock, or air draft 
restrictions. 

mailto:media@portland-port.co.uk
http://www.portland-port.co.uk/

